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After a decade in mothballs, a pair
of the rarest BMW's in the world
emerge blinking into the sunlight.
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ALPINA B12s
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I £ncial is a mile leng and Mreads ils

vay past a Bk, i we'd known, we'd haner
taken 8 picras, Thet sald, wiy ioad whean heng
are toys ke these to play wah? Because
wa'na here Ly pay |'|-|]Ii'|3.|',"|‘.'- L ety 0o 1
rarcst HMWS an carth, These Afing B125,
Mofenyer, are lpoking preat fos Beir ape,
brocause they've covered only eefiveny miles,

Sa, Mg time moee digits Mekered up on
tha odomater. Beemuse these wene bam 1o
sconch the amac, The Alping BAZ 5.7 was
far tiose whu [Ourd e BAMW BED oo famae.
It waas only 36 bhp ahead of the 35005, bt
Langue At mid r&an@e responge & ina high-
ar lxague, The enging design ivolvas bona
ardl Slroks incréasaes, raising capacily rom
£.6 0 5,7 lies, Alpma cams, undar exhaust
manifalds and An Alging ehaust system ane
ninyw hardwane, amvd the ECU was mmapped to
il U by Spad dalroern

Wehich it o with aplomd, Drvers af tho
B12 haws 416 Blyg at thair disgosal, and 420
Ibd. £t torquer at pust 2000 pm., Mo top spoed
limiter is fitted to the BL2, piviag the car &
terminad velpcsty af 1HG mphe Thes is fast
e, Db in 1983 was shocking, Especialy o9

nstmmm-!mﬂﬂrmﬂm the early "90s
brales are, in this age of instant deceleration, shocking

hig LEES kE mareter could skake aff 82mph
within 5.8 seconds. Impressad? You shausk
b, It résnaing a Wy capabls car an papér.
Equally lnudable is the suspension, In
&gl Alpana onky made selibe desipn changes
o the undempinnings, content with mstalling
FEht 18 inch allays and playing valh the front
spnnEs. Troubda b that the BLELES0 will nevar
b pabde unitl Somelody irveents grvitatan
al and confripetal foree repulsion devices
mmong S0 Ukan Bres. 245300 [meat and
2HEAER rear Michelin M3 tyros goip wel,
bt theryre Betng ashed to hold 8 tao-lonne
chiject that's B metres long and 2 metnos
wicle, This Is physlos, nod mirechs wodkanz
The irisck v e o highlights this Emita.
tan — Its namowy snd tpht in e bands. Tl
suspersian does an admemable job of controds
Eng rall and allowing & posithe Wwim-an Dul
urilke, sy, o ourrenl ME, the bulk of the car
Ea lnissFuleel, |5 pondangus Bad, aven
aepiipped as # i walh ASCH+T irsstion conbral,
hinis 1haf the reas could penduikim out if you
cvarstep e mark. A5 | wing thrasgh e
curscs, | recall 8 seene from Tha lafaa Job.
The caprmira i Bahivnd Ee coach dimeer 2= b

ascapes through the Alps, ladan with FMini
Coppers and & pallet of gkl Thal's haw beg
ther B12's stponng wheel feals, and the san-
galion of Emasengity 1w car cammurisakes,

1 hawr rey wish ko end this day as the fm
Finlshag, willy my Gar ieelermE on the edge of
the frck. Because s owner could justidlably
dEpatch me i | ol These are e sehicies,
O the 54 8135 created by Alpna, only @ikt
warg righit-nend drive. Unld Kek Gacfrey and
Richard Grout of Sytner in Mottngham iImpor-
ol thes palr, thans was oaly o i se UK
A Bl b 200,000 mikes an tha clocle

L thesa, whnich are Barely o reble ﬁg—
wred. Fichiard cEcoversed thamm, mnssed, in
the Far EaesT, when (hay wara in e Sultan
al Brumei's colleation. Howeurs, despite not
parking nits regal Dehind in the diving aeat of
Alsse, Ale Sultan seems bt hewe had a1 506
spat for the 8500, a5 ha ardened four BL2s. )
aten suapact Usal the one 1003 350 O5 list-
il in the producbon fgures as an estata, and
tha 1999 car dovn &5 a camasdible, mey well
haee something bo da with His Exceflancy.

Mowadays, the B12g are m the hamds of
o UK collectos, Syiner spent hours gelting tha



Thi dramaticaly duciid Alging bonset is carban fiten
e tho orgind sl framo.
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Lofi Whete pleys il Baing Sublan fer a day —
*Whach weay 10 51 Troper, mage?™

cars ready b e drvan, a5 almest a detade
in @ il chmate had @ken s tall on ce-
taln coamponenls, Evan thawgh, as Ranand
savys, U wara “5Eil in their dalivary wax’.
Bt ner the pair &= are, unnatually voithdul
and asming i the sumlight. Tha black cae is
5 1992 cor, based on the 50 CL while the
Hlisn car hos o its hean a 1 L5i. This
isn't ewrtl-ahatanng o the oy difemnee
it impies is that the Wue ear has the CE
rearahiee] steanng mecharm.

Thanks 1o tee key walpht of the Aping cot-
tom el alloys, tha alder model lums m a5
crsply 85 the mewesr ane, ard hokls a Be juest
a5 well Ard Both @2 W bullets, The Immaen:
ity of o mvslalile Means you're ming 1o
bex Arawedling at sbout 110 i by the time
tha next significant bend rmouires negolisting,

The ¢ar accelpmies inaxorabdy a5 ong as
yoair fnat is ain the dght-hard pedal and,
Bearng in mind that six ratics aee on fand,
1hat strfrealenc top spocd is likel to e
atbaisable, Suddenly, ils purpose beromes
glear, As Richard commsands, “whal Khis car s
ol abaidt 18 Covaring msssive @siances i
Prige spreed, in ubtes Iy, B pou waEnt o
spark down to Cannes, in magistarial serecy
gt 170 mply, Qs BLE shoudd b paur =
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EMGINE
BB VIR Algisa cimshells, bur slaizless sheal

marilzlds, exhapst sysfom, eepegtameed FCU
e givaee: 418 Lhg &1 5400 pm
Max lorque: 435 1A 28 200 mm

-LH |ﬂ|_ !"] E flT_LS_‘ELLELH_::u

Gelrag 236 sr-spend mazual geartae, 25 per cosl

L
o

Smiled sip dellgrardiel

alensard sysfom, Eilvlgls Sampai, Bpnd hinl sgangs,
rear-wheel staering sysiem an l2iee car

BRAKES &
Slzndard vemled diszs 20 raeng, Jaee-pod el calligers

mpedled pads, RES
WHEELS & TYRES
Algiza J0-apoid plbags, Fa0E i= (osl, 105010 morear

IS0 foan® a0 2E535 rear Macheln MEXE lras

Algiaz frael chin szeilz MA2-siie moeees, Alplen venkisl,
e Kestar boamm)
IRTERIOR
Alpira #Flcheng pnd 1Ea#her irsanls lo dash, dozr frims,
=enng wherd md srals, Aind fleesng

wihis] s gearknod




Imterinr is wemistakobiy B il wamisaiabiy s
A esual, Alpiza work d=cluda s irademask seirm.

transport of choice. And ks face |E wnnt
chance does Gny hapless gendarme lave of
arEm wath yoaur inalisnable rEhl to do so?

Ancl yoa're nat pgaing o be able 10 2100 1o
chail to lEm arnyeeg, 85 the shasp right-hander
at the pnd of 1he straight confms, the aarly
'G5 apec beakes o, i this age af instanl
decalarntion, shocking Mpina fitbed the stack
a50 collipers with compatition speo pods, bul
pedal pressuncs bordering an e desparata
arer reguired. This traly is o vehecke for places
with distant hkamees aml e suipases,

In Ewwoge or Marbang country, thenslone,
| eoukl seriousty fall o i Tha beather and
wand-festooned cahin s dated, Dol deas
have lonvely Afping sbitching and alher
inaeds. Ard from i, oo ok oul with & teal-
inp of wall-being (nrouEh smug-tntod goss.
ag. In the US, too, you coeld shoas ofl the
oiar's mid deens Tuel st Rpenas.

These arg twa Mmmankable cars with a
imiue history — il was a grivilegs o onse
tham, Thay aven retamed & whall of brand-
new DRAY, despite tha yoars af standing

untoached, Ard they book baautihal, Thi
iays realhy suit the cars’ Bnis, and Alaika
in@da twio casmizee changes Ll acd spee.
Fasily, naluraly, is 1he obégatony frant spel-
af, ambossed with the corppany lope anid
claimed b ephgnes cross-wingd stalbility g
rafuco nose lift, Dolf veises &ng, | assiane,
apprecipted at ovor 150 mah. Tivre ana the
055 M3estyde mirmars 85 Bnoeetr touch,
Tl thieve s the bonnet, a Ravlar ibam
dayrsaped ab huge cosl. 1L weighs less thin
th slacs fem, but most impartantly, it s
slgnificont amownts of air i @nd aut of the
eiging bay. Alsna discovercd its snianead
anging boiled the Tued lings durng hant
Labsniis. S0 8 cantral nacele duct feeds ookl

Epduve, o tnigipes live o the end of Uiy Aljpiss
uxhanst Aydlam which gios tho Y2 a Bty odge.

Buleew, Drey keath o istesion has losted asnziagly
woidl, lesels nnd smells mevw dees pate |oeg iy storpe

aiir throuph the cenirl cover in e anpina's
v i heep things coal Batwaen the heads,
Large slatted wanis on each sl ol s ban-
nat Bt wonm umdecsannat alr ascaps oo
Adaattedly, the Alpma Stripas aren’t 1o
pworphidy's Loste, Ot they ar pdt of the
B12'= haritage. Thesae, o of the mast spe:
cizl of this Napship Alpna model, kb pan-
vy o Bapst ahouf. They ane stunning,
vipiousty kinetie cars that anvhody shoukl
wanl bo deiye, despio (e shortcomngs in
1ne hends, (& Synaes Mick Goddney woola in
an afficlasdt dunng their importation, “hnse
pors must be registered and used SparnEiy
They twill, fog the fulure, remsain consemuen-
tind in ausloimotive histoe”. 5]
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